
 
 

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED CONVEYANCE OF EASEMENTS TO VERMONT GAS 
 
On June 27, 2017, the Middlebury Selectboard voted to grant three easements 
requested by Vermont Gas: 
 

 The first easement will affect the municipal parking lot parcel located on the 
northerly side of Cross Street, behind the Town Office and Ilsley Library 
buildings.   

 The second easement will affect the municipal parking lot located on the 
southerly side of Cross Street, near Mister Up’s Restaurant.   

 The third easement will affect the municipal parking lot located on Mill Street.   
 
Each of the three Easement Deeds includes the following terms:  
 

 Each easement will be ten feet in width and five feet on either side of the pipeline 
as it is installed.   

 
 If the Town determines that the location of an easement unreasonably interferes 

with the present or future use of the Town’s land, then VGS will be obligated to 
relocate the easement at no cost to the Town.  

 
 In addition, if any of the easements are abandoned, then unless the Town and 

VGS agree otherwise in writing, VGS will be obligated to remove the pipeline and 
related infrastructure and return the area to its pre-removal condition, save 
normal wear and tear.  The provisions described in this paragraph will terminate 
in the event that the Town conveys its property to a third party. 

 
The Selectboard considered a citizen’s recommendation that the Town seek 
compensation from Vermont Gas for the easements.  In reviewing previous practice for 
granting easements to utilities, however, both locally and statewide, the Board found 
that, as utilities are not charged for easements for distribution lines, there was no basis 
for requesting compensation from Vermont Gas for these easements.  
 
Over the summer the Town’s Attorney worked with Vermont Gas to finalize the 
proposed terms of the easements and on August 14, 2017, in accordance with state 
statute 24 V.S.A. § 1061, the Middlebury Selectboard gave public notice of the 
proposed terms of the Easement Deeds.   
 
Under the provisions of section 1061, if a petition signed by five percent of the legal 
voters of the municipality objecting to the proposed conveyance is presented to the 
municipal clerk within 30 days of the date of posting and publication of this notice, the 
Selectboard is required to hold a town meeting to consider the question of granting the 
easements pursuant to the terms and conditions negotiated by the Selectboard. 

After the Town Meeting, the easement may be conveyed unless a majority of the voters 
vote to disapprove of the conveyance.  


